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Transcript 



The University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa Center for Biographical Research
C
B
R
Brown Bag Biography
Thursday, April 21, 2011
12:00 noon to 1:15 p.m.
Henke Hall 325, 1800 East-West Road
Suzanna Reiss
Lives from Death Row:
Legal Drug Narratives and
the Politics of Human Value
This presentation will offer a contemporary comparative framework for thinking
about the way in which human lives are written into and out of our collective conscience through a meditation on the issue in relation to three particular historical
events where diplomatic conflict, criminality, and drug control have all converged.
The contexts are quite distinct: the CIA’s provision of Viagra to Afghan warlords as
part of diplomatic efforts to build alliances in a country whose economy is dominated by the “illegal” opium trade, US researchers’ deliberate infection with syphilis of
asylum and prison inmates in Guatemala in the 1950s to develop medicinal cures for
others, and the current shortage of execution drugs in the United States and the
national and international debates about the death penalty which that has galvanized.
The talk is a presentation of preliminary research findings, and is geared toward questioning the coercive power of the state as it is deployed through the provision of drugs
in prisons and on battlefields both to prolong and to eliminate life, and the accompanying “life writing” that gets institutionalized in our collective imaginary.
Suzanna Reiss is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History, University of Hawai‘i at
Mänoa. She teaches classes in US Foreign Relations, and is currently revising a book manuscript
entitled Policing for Profit: US Imperialism and the International Drug Economy.
Contact the Center for Biographical Research at 956-3774 or [email protected] for more information.
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