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Transcript 



“NATURE”
Three fundamental meanings
1. Dualistic:
Nature is what is not human or cultural, or not disturbed by humanity and society.
 Dualism: nature versus human
 This building and plastic and nuclear waste are not natural
2. Monistic:
Nature as everything in the phenomenal world: that which can be studied by the “natural”
sciences.
 No dualism between nature and humans
 This building and plastic and nuclear waste are natural.
 But there remains a dualism: nature versus the supernatural
3. Adverbial
What is natural is whatever accords to the inherent nature of something.
 All things in “nature” (in the dualistic sense) do so.
 Humans may or may not act naturally – but usually don’t. The goal is to realize one’s
true nature and act spontaneously.
 Natural spontaneous action versus forced, artificial, purposive, intentional action
 Essentially, humans are fully part of nature, but they can act against their nature
Four different formulations
1. Nature as “collection”
This particular set of organisms, our current biodiversity and biogeography (what is
growing where, individual ecosystems), and the abiotic conditions.
 The goal is to preserve an ecosystem just as it is – keep it from changing (includes
fighting all fires).
 Keep populations of animals from declining, expanding, or migrating.
 Avoid changing global weather.
2. Nature as “web”:
Plants and animals exist as part of a biotic community, and they interact with the physical
environment as part of an ecosystem.
 “When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in
the universe” (John Muir)
 The goal is to preserve the integrity of the community and the ecosystem, rather than
individual organisms
 Try to eliminate invasive species that substantially alter the ecosystem
 Biodiversity is the common criterion for determining the health of the ecosystem
3. Nature as “process”
A set of “natural” processes not caused by humans, which includes fires, forest
succession, periodic infestations, periodic droughts, “natural extinction,” etc.

The goal is to let nature change or regenerate through natural processes, including
periodic fire, succession, etc.
 Gight against “unnatural” degradations, such as massive fires caused by build-up of
debris, clear-cutting the rain forest, etc.
 Let population dynamics occur (but this requires maintaining predators); but fight
against human-caused species extinctions.
4. Nature as “Gaia”:
Nature consists of the long-range conditions, processes, and occurrences.
 particular level of oxygen and temperature range.
 includes ice ages, huge volcano eruptions, or super-fires, and massive extinctions.
 massive changes, such as global warming, are irrelevant.
 “nature doesn’t care”
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2.3 Ecosystems are always changing
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